Press Release

Missing Link Trust launches national anti-trafficking awareness drive  
· to cover colleges in 18 cities, 9 states and 100+ street plays
· use regional language versions of MISSING Game, workshops and street plays

November 16, 2019: Missing Link Trust, a non-profit organisation, focused on creating mass awareness against sex trafficking launched their national anti-trafficking awareness drive in Nagpur. The initiative will spread awareness through the medium of regional language versions of MISSING Game, interactive workshops and street plays conducted by Tapas, a social activist organization working on social issues at the grass root level. The Missing anti-trafficking drive will cover 18 cities across 9 states of Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat, Telangana, Bihar, Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, by interacting with students and the local audience while instilling the importance of action against this issue through the medium of street plays. 
In Nagpur, the session was conducted at Gyan Vikas and Jyotibai Phule School. The students were introduced to the grim reality of sex trafficking that has become a grave social issue today. India today has over 16 million victims of trafficking with an increase of 25% each year. “Technology is playing a crucial role by making it more difficult to track traffickers and making it equally easy to make a young girl a victim of trafficking. The more we are connected, the more vulnerable we become. Online predators today contact 77 percent of youth by the age of 14 and 22 percent of children between the ages of 10 and 13! Hence digital tools like the MISSING game become critical for engaging the youth. At the same time, with increasing regional content users on mobile platform, vernacular versions of the game also enable us to reach remote areas of the country where English content cannot penetrate,”said Leena Kejriwal, Founder, Missing Link Trust. 
The 40+ day long initiative aims to sensitize the people of the country to the plight of the victims, while instilling in them a need for action. This initiative aims to drive public, which is the largest stakeholder in this issue, back in the conversation. It also aims to create mass awareness amongst the most vulnerable age group of the society, the youth, which is the first step for prevention of this crime. 
About Missing Link Trust:
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Missing Link Trust combines art and technology in creating mass awareness amongst the public, through innovative ways, leading to prevention of sex trafficking. Missing follows the UN’s 4 P anti-trafficking strategy with a focus on Prevention through Awareness. Working under the three guiding pillars of innovation, education and empowerment, Missing’s vision is to create a world where every girl is safe from sex trafficking. It uses innovative mediums like gaming, murals, public art and comic to create a highly immersive and empathic experience on sex trafficking. Missing also educates for creating a new social fabric to end demand by systematic awareness programme amongst school children. Further, the project empowers the most vulnerable women and girls in Sunderbans through skill training and livelihood to prevent sex trafficking.
About Tapas: Founded by street play artist, TEDx speaker and an ‘India Book of Records’ record holder, Vipul Singh, Tapas is a social activist organization, aimed at working on the plethora of social issues that plague Indian society at the ground root level. Adopting a two-tier approach, they supplement on-ground awareness campaigns with a social media recreation of their efforts on their various social media channels. Vipul has been known to drive positive change through the medium of Tapas, and has a lot of recognition and applause for the same.




